ON THE

TRINITY.

I.   EPIST.  GEN.  OF JOHN,  V.   7.

" For there are three that bear record in Heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost; and these Three are One."

'"PHIS day being set apart to acknowledge our belief in
-L the Eternal Trinity, I thought it might be proper to
employ my present discourse entirely upon that subject;
and, I hope, to handle it in such a manner, that the most
ignorant among you may return home better informed of
your duty in this great point, than probably you are at
present.

It must be confessed, that by the weakness and indiscre-
tion of busy (or at best, of well-meaning) people, as well as
by the malice of those who are enemies to all revealed re-
ligion, and are not content to possess their own infidelity in
silence, without communicating it to the disturbance of
mankind; I say, by these means, it must be confessed, that
the doctriiie of the Trinity hath suffered very much, and
made Christianity suffer along with it. For these two things
must be granted: First, that men of wicked lives would be
very glad there were no truth in Christianity at all; and
secondly, if they can pick out any one single article in the
Christian religion which appears not agreeable to their own
corrupted reason, or to the arguments of those bad people,
who follow the trade of seducing others, they presently con-
clude, that the truth of the whole Gospel must sink along
with that one article; which is just as wise, as if a man
should say, because he dislikes one law of his country, he